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INTRODUCTION


When you hear words such as election and predestination, what is your first thought? Do you immediately wonder what those terms mean, or what they might imply? Do you immediately think of denominational belief? Obviously, these terms are difficult to understand fully, as denominations have strong views based upon a variety of interpretations. Today, it is not my intention to solve all doctrinal issues or even to present all possible interpretations. Rather, I want us to consider these great theological terms (and doctrinal beliefs) in order to see exactly what our response should be when we hear and/or use them.
I.
THE BLESSED GOD HAS BLESSED US WITH ALL BLESSINGS (v. 3).

1.
God is by His very nature blessed (and worthy of our praise).

2.
God blesses us without limitation (“with every spiritual blessing”).

3.
God blesses us only through His Son Jesus Christ.

God blesses all of His children as if they are already with Him in heaven. He sees our salvation as complete, whereas we see it is in progress until we are called home.

II.
THE BLESSED GOD HAS CHOSEN US FROM THE BEGINNING (v. 4).

1. God chose us as a part of His eternal plan (“before the creation of the world”).
2. God chose us in light of His foreknowledge (knowing ahead of time).

Peter wrote, “To God’s elect . . . who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ . . .” (1 Peter 1:1-2).
3. God chose us & predestined (set a limit or boundary around) us through His Son.

Paul also wrote, “28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified” (Romans 8:28-30).

III.
THE BLESSED GOD HAD A PURPOSE FOR CHOOSING US (vv. 4-6).

1. We are to live a righteous (“holy & blameless”—v. 4) life in front of Him.

Paul writes later in 2:10—“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

2. We are predestined unto adoption to bring Him joy (“his pleasure & will”—v. 5).

We are chosen not because of who we are, but because of Who God is!
3. We freely receive the grace of God so that we may honor (“praise”—v. 6) God.

Paul writes later in 2:8-9—“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—& this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.”
CONCLUSION


From the beginning, before the creation of the world, God chose us to be His children. His purpose is clear. Though we are unworthy, God chose us to bring honor and glory to Him. God chose us for His own joy, according to His will—His plan. He knew us before we were born, before the world was created. In spite of all of our failings, He chose you and me to be His children. There is NO room for boasting, no room for pride, no room for superiority. God called us, He loves us, He plans on using us to bring honor and glory to Himself. Will you allow Him to do so? Will you live a holy and blameless life in front of Him and in front of the world? That should be your response! It is not your responsibility to fully understand election and predestination. However, it is your responsibility to live in light of your calling!
“Am I a soldier of the cross? A follower of the Lamb?
And shall I fear to own His cause Or blush to speak His name?

Sure I must fight if I would reign—Increase my courage, Lord!

I’ll bear the toil, endure the pain, Supported by Thy Word.”
